Parents As Partners

Bridging the Gaps in Child Welfare and Beyond

Digital Storytelling Study Guide
In March 2006, eleven adults working as parent advocates for families who are involved in the child welfare system came together for a workshop at the Center for Digital Storytelling in Berkeley, California. Over the course of four days, they shared their stories in a group scripting process; wrote and recorded short personal narratives; selected still images, video clips, and music; and learned to edit these materials into digital videos presented here.

The stories are real and personal, and are intended to be used as training material, yielding opportunities to use the experiences of parents whose children were in foster care and successfully reunited to a) educate child welfare staff, foster parents, and community partners about the experience of birth parents, b) encourage birth parents whose children are still in foster care by telling them that they are not alone and that they can successfully be reunited with their children, and c) develop partnerships between birth parents, foster parents,  and child welfare practitioners.

Because of the confidential nature of the material presented, we recommend that the digital stories only be used when there is time available for reviewers to discuss the relevance of the stories to the work they are engaged in. We also recommend that when possible, there should be one or more birth parents present to respond to comments and questions.

Recommendations on the appropriate use of these digital stories include, but are not limited to the following:

· Training for potential parent advocates/partners/mentors;

· Training for potential and current foster/resource parents;

· Training for new and experience child welfare workers

· Training for child welfare practitioners including administrators, student interns;

· Training for community partners;

· Child welfare conferences, workshops, and staff meetings: and

· Funding proposals and presentations.

The Parents as Partners digital storytelling project was funded by the Stuart Foundation and the Annie E. Casey Foundation.  For more information about this project, or to request additional copies, please contact Randy A. Jenkins at (313) 320-7432 or raj_willjenkconslt@sbcglobal.net
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Digital Storytelling Discussion Guide
The following are suggested questions to be used by groups participating in the viewing of the digital stories:

· How can parent advocates/parent partners make a difference with the families whose children are currently in foster care?

· How can parent advocates/parent partners be helpful to child welfare workers and supervisors?

· How can parent advocates/parent partners develop relationships with community partners and provider agencies?

· How can parent advocates/parent partner’s digital stories be used to assist with foster parent recruitment and support?

· What child welfare outcomes might parent advocates/parent partners help impact?

· What are other ways to use these digital stories?

