Parent Partner Program  

Mission Statement: Parents empowering Parents to strengthen families, communities and systems thereby achieving safety, permanency and well-being for children. 

Guiding Principles:

Safety of Children

· The Parent Partner Program is dedicated to protecting children from abuse and neglect. Children are safely maintained in their homes whenever possible and appropriate. The Parent Partner Program will work with birth parents (parents of children in care), DHS and the community to enhance families' capacities to provide for their children’s needs.

Supporting Parents

· The Program believes that parents are fundamental building blocks in children's healthy social, mental and physical development. Will support parents with children in care by enhancing their capacity to provide for and guide their children's healthy development through one-on-one mentoring from a parent who has had personal experience with the child welfare system.  Will enhance birth parent’s capacity to make appropriate decisions to meet their children’s needs including connecting parents with resources, providing encouragement, outreach and support. 

· Will support parents who have successfully navigated through the child welfare system by teaching them advocacy skills, inviting them to be a part of the shared decision making process through becoming board members of local and statewide committees and providing training opportunities. 

Collaborating with Department of Human Services (DHS)

· Committed to partnering with DHS to protect children from abuse and neglect, and supporting birth parents in their decision-making. Collaborate with DHS staff and child welfare workers to promote birth parent engagement though the life of the case.

Collaborating with the Community to Protect Children

· Parent Partners will engage the community to increase awareness regarding the protection of children. Parent Partners will work with community based organizations to provide resources and strive to develop community partnerships.

