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n February 24th during the 

Co

m

munity Partnership stat

e-

wide mee

t

ing, a ded

i

cated and 

dete

r

mined group of volu

n

teers began 

planning for the Parent Partner Summit 

to be held on May 12 and 13, 2009 at 

the Holiday Inn and Suites Jordan Creek 

in West Des Moines. 

 

 The Summit will offer interactive lear

n-

ing workshops for all six Iowa Parent 

Partner sites, those who are interested 

in implementing Parent Partners in their 

areas, 

as

 well as 

coordinators and Parent 

Partners from sites in California, Ke

n-

tucky, Michigan, and Ohio.

 

 On the evening of Tuesday, May 12, 

structured networking will include co

n-

versation between existing sites that will 

explore problem solving, daily practices, 

and other .  Participants will also enjoy 

an evening meal and an informal oppo

r-

t

u

nity to get to know their Parent Par

t-

ner colleagues. With a relationship 

buil

d

ing focus, this portion will benefit 

both coordinators and parents.  

 

 On Wednesday, May 13, Iowa; Oakland 

CA; Louisville KY; and national consul

t-

ants Robert Clayton, Sandra Jimenez, 

and Randy Jenkins will be sharing exper

i-

ences and providing information through 

a variety of workshops specifically d

e-

signed to meet the needs of Parent Par

t-

ners, coordinators, administrators, child 

welfare workers, and all other program 

participants and partners. The day will 

also in

clude catered breakfast and lunch 

and morning afternoon inspirational a

s-

semblies. 

 

 Planning and organization for the Su

m-

mit, is being shared among Parent Par

t-

ners, aides, allies, coordinators, and 

other partners and administrators.  Vo

l-

unteers are focusing on a variety of d

e-

tails from outlining the agenda, to deve

l-

oping registration materials, to execu

t-

ing an overall theme. 

 

  Keep your eyes peeled for registration 

information

 and feel free to contact Kyla 

via kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.us with que

s-

tions or to volunteer.
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his newsletter shares information regarding the Parent Partner Pr

o-

gram Seminar Call. Calls are scheduled on the Second Tuesday of 

the month from 1:30

-

3:30 pm on the following dates: May 12, July

 

14, September 8, November 10, January 12 (2010), and March 9 

(2010)

 

Parent Partner Seminar Call Number: 1

-

866

-

685

-

1580         

                       

Participant Pass code: 0009990209

 

Thank you to the 5 participants 

 

Linn County

~ 

Coordinator RaeAnn Barnhart shares 

how the supplemental trainings (domestic violence [DV] 

and safety issues) were put into practice recently. Bar

n-

hart and other coordinators praise the knowledge and 

response of the program participant. Barnhart highlights 

the importance of 

supplemental trainings but also of 

co

n

tinued collaboration with team members like DV 

advocates for specific issues and on

-

going educational 

opportunities. 

 

Lakes Clus

ter

~ 

Bill Glienke, Coordinator, reports that 

referrals for Parent Partners remain high and that as 

popularity within child welfa

re grows, Parent Partners 

are becoming more and more visible in the community 

as well. Parent Partners have delivered presentati

ons at 

schools and been publicized via radio spots. They will 

also be presenting at the Prevent Child Abuse Iowa 

Co

n

ference in April where they will showcase the 

P

olk County

~ 

On Sunday (3/15), the first of monthly 

family support groups will be held at the House of 

Mercy. Coordinator Roberta

 Cruz reports a favorable 

response and expects a good turnout. Cruz also says 

that there have been more removals and requests fo

r 

Parent Partners than their capacity can meet. However, 

they are working diligently to keep families engaged until 

matched with

 an available Parent Partner. To increase 

capacity and funding, Polk has secured a contract with 

Access to Recovery (ATR). Once 

training is complete, 

two Parent Partners will begin working with ATR. Also, 

Parent Partners Yolanda Rubio and Bobbi Zenor pr

e-

sented at the IFAPA conference with Cruz and Kyla 

Madsen, Parent Partner Program Statewide Coordinator 

on March 6th. Foster and adoptive parents, social wor

k-

ers, and administrators were impressed with the acco

m-

plishments of Parent Partners. 

 

Updates from the Sites . . . .  

 

Hoover Building 5th Floor

 

1305 E Walnut 

 

Des Moines IA 50319

 

Please direct comments and future call topics to 

Kyla Madsen

 

Phone: 515

-

725

-

0083

 

Fax: 515

-

281

-

6248

 

Email: kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.u

s

 

Keeping children safe is everybody's 

business

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHI

PS FOR 

PROTECTING CHILDREN

 

www.dhs.state.ia.us/cppc/

Parent_Partner_Program/index.

html

 

 

“Go to the people. Learn from them. Live 

with them. Start with what they know. Build 

with what they have. The best of leaders 

when the job is done, when the task is 

accomplished, the people will say we have 

done it ourselves.”

 

~ Lao Tzu

 


