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“Personal safety is your personal r

e-

sponsibility,” Jan LeBahn said. 

 

  LeBahn provided information on the 

Parent Partner seminar call that focused 

on potentially risky environments, pa

r-

ticularly in a violent home or with a pa

r-

ent who is using substances. 

 

  Safety should be a Parent Partner’s top 

concern. LeBahn advised Parent Par

t-

ners to stay calm but not to overlook 

clues. “

When you are in their home, 

take a whiff and look at their eyes, and 

size up the s

ituation  . . sit so that you 

position yourself between them and the 

door, know the exit, so that if som

e-

thing should happen, you can leave ea

s-

ily. Keep your keys handy but co

n-

cealed . . . If you don’t feel safe in their 

home, ask them if there is another place 

you can meet,” LeBahn said. 

 

  Prior to me

eting, a Parent Partner 

should ask questions about the 

neighbo

r

hood, family members or ot

h-

ers in the home, and pets so  that he or 

she is prepared for the environment. If a 

Parent Partner arrives and there are un

i-

dentified people in the home, a Parent 

Partner can ask ‘is there anyone else 

that should join us?’ This allows a family 

to introduce others without a Parent 

Partner announcing it. 

 

  For more information 

on this topic 

please contact Kyla @ kmadsen@dhs.

state.ia.us

 

STAYING SAFE : Tips for working in 

potentially risky environments

 

Seminar Calls will remain on schedule

 

 

 The results of the Parent Partner seminar 

call surveys determined that seminar calls 

will remain as originally scheduled. The n

ext 

call will be held on Tuesday, 1/13 at 1:30 pm. 

Calls will continue at the same time on the 

second Tuesday of every other mon

th. The 

second most convenient time was Wedne

s-

days at 1:30 pm. 

 

 The Parent Partner seminar call is intended 

for Parent Partners, participants, administr

a-

tors, partners, and coordinators of the pr

o-

gram to discuss issues related to direct pra

c-

tice of Parent Partners and other partic

i-

pants. All calls are voluntary. 
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U

pcoming :

 

·

Statewide Steering Co

m-

mittee Meeting in Ames 

Tuesday, 11/25 @ 

9am

 

·

BABF Training in Des 

Moines 

Friday 12/5 and 

Friday 1/9

 

·

BABF Training in O

t-

tumwa 

Fridays 1/9, 16, 

and 30

 

·

Next Seminar Call 

Tue

s-

day, 1/13 @ 1:30pm
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·

Have a police officer come speak to 

your group about what to do if you’re 

attacked

 

·

Ask someone to come with you 

-

Lakes 

area coordinator accompanies Parent 

Partners on their first visit

 

·

Assess the situation by watching 

mannerisms, listening to comments, 

and looking around the home (threats, 

seeing weapons, smells of substances, 

etc) 

 

·

Always tell

 someone where you are 

going and when you will return

 

·

Bring a cell phone

 

·

Pay attention to other people in the 
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his newsletter shares information regarding the Parent Partner Program 

Seminar Call. Calls are scheduled on the Second Tuesday o

f the month 

from 1:30

-

3:30 pm on the following dates: January 13, March 10,  May 

12, July 14, September 8, and November 10. 

 

Par

ent Partner Seminar Call Number: 1

-

866

-

685

-

1580                                

Participant Pass code: 0009990209

 

Other topics du

ring call ~

 

·

Working more productively with GAL

 

·

Parent Partners are interested in more peer exchanges to discuss pa

r-

ticular cases, useful strategies, and practical approaches when working 

with families and professionals. 

 

Thank you to the 8 par

ticipants representing the 5 sites

 

league,” Lane said. 

 

  Kayla Stevenson, Parent Partner from Linn county 

where a birth parent support group continues to 

flourish, concurs. “This is the kind of work we do, 

and if we keep acting by our principles, we will keep 

moving forward. And t

he attorneys see what we are 

doing, and our coordinator (RaeAnn Barnhart) tells 

us about what she sees and how we are making a di

f-

ference,” Stevenson said. 

 

 

 Parent Partner Amanda Lane reported that the 

Madison, Marion, and Warren site currently has 

three families being served. Lane h

as two families, 

and Parent Partner Judy Newman has one family and 

another referral on the way. Lane is proud of the 

co

l

laboration between Parent Partners and DHS and 

also with their coordinator (Laurie Raymond). 

“[Raymond] treats us like we are eq

uals, and we are 

learning together. It has changed so much. When I 

walk into the office, I am really treated like a co

l-

Updates from the Sites 

 

Hoover Building 5th Floor

 

1305 E Walnut 

 

Des Moines IA 50319

 

Please direct comments and future call topics 

to Kyla Madsen

 

Phone: 515

-

281

-

5246

 

Fax: 515

-

281

-

6248

 

Email: kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.u

s

 

Keeping children safe is 

everybody's business

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHI

PS 

FOR PROTECTING CHILD

REN

 

www.dhs.state.ia.us/cppc/

Parent_Partner_Program/

index.html

 

Computer Tip: Using Iowa Courts online can help Parent Partners determine whether or not a 

family they are working with might be

 using substances or violent. Type iowacourtsonline.org 

into the web browser; click on “Online Court Records” towards the bottom

 of the page; click on 

“online docket record search”; click on “case search” and enter the person’s full name. The 

search result

s will show arrests that can help assess the risk. 

 


