
Protocol for Parent Partners and Court

One of the roles of a Parent Partners is to prepare their matches for court dates.  In doing so, they should prepare the family by:

· Discussing what hearing it is, where it will be, who may possibly be attending and where it fits on the timeline of their case

· Asking the client what role they want a mentor to play; go into the courtroom with them or stay outside and wait-whichever they request.

· Discussing what expectations the family has surrounding the hearing

· Discussing what fears the family has surrounding the hearing

· Discussing questions that family may have and coach them on how to ask them and who to ask them to. 

· Set up a safety plan if necessary to help the family deal with unmet expectations.

(Remember to always use your past experience to relate information to the family) 

Going to court with a client:
· It is never mandatory for a PP to go in to the courtroom with someone they mentor.  It is important to explain this completely and honestly to the family as soon as possible, preferably before the court date.  

· If a Parent Partner is going to a court date with a parent, it is advised that they arrive early to discuss the above bullets with them, if they have not already done so previously.

· If the parent that the PP mentors is comfortable going in to the courtroom alone the PP should refrain from entering the courtroom if ever possible.  

· If the parent wants the mentor to enter the court room to observe, they should set in the back of the room, remaining quiet and should not attempt to communicate with their match or anyone else during the proceedings.  
Subpoena to Appear in Court

A Parent Partner may receive a subpoena to appear in court.  It this occurs, contact your supervisor immediately.
