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 The Parent Partner Program held its 

first seminar call on Tuesday, July 8th. 

The 10 people participating repr

e-

sented local coordinators, CPPC, D

e-

cat, and Parent Partners. 

 

  This first call was an introduction to 

the purpose and format of the calls. 

Structured after the Fa

mily Team 

Mee

t

ing Seminar Calls, they are an 

av

e

nue for coordinators, Parent Par

t-

ners, child protection workers, and 

others interested in the infrastructure 

and direction of the program, to hig

h-

light accomplishments, learn new pra

c-

tical and useful skills, and ask que

s-

tions.  

 

  Featured speakers will offer educ

a-

tion on particular points of interest as 

determined by the Steering Commi

t-

tee.  After each phone call, a newsle

t-

ter will be distributed. The newsletter 

will summarize the speaker present

a-

tions and also the new developments 

of various sites. 

 

  The calls are scheduled on the se

c-

ond Tuesday of every other month at 

the same time, 1:30

-

3:00 pm. More i

n-

formation on how to participate on 

the seminar call, potential future to

p-

ics, and contact information for Kyla 

Madsen and the newsletter can be 

found on page 2.

 

NEW!! Seminar Calls to offer 

information and skill development 

 

Governing Philosophy & Protocol changes: 

Integrity and Support remain priorities

 

 

 The Steering Committee agreed on 

changes/additions to the 

Parent Partner 

Start

-

Up Guide, Governing Philosophy, 

and Protocol

, pr

eviously titled Parent 

Partner Guidelines. Coordinators will 

present to local boards and report 

back to state office via confere

nce call, 

July 22.

 

  Parents, DHS representatives, and 

coordinators were integral in the d

e-

velopment and were adamant that 

there was a need for statewide sta

n-

dards and expectations that upheld the 

integrity of the program, held parties 

accountable and offered appropriate 

support and op

portunities for parents. 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

 

U

pcoming :

 

·

Cedar Rapids Birth Parent 

Orientation 

Monday, July 

21, 6pm

 

·

Coordinator Conference Call 

to discuss local boards’ 

reactions to Governing 

Philosophy & Protocol 

Tue

s

day, July 22 10am 

 

·

Train the Trainer, in Ames 

Thursday, September 4

 

·

Seminar Call 

Tuesday, Se

p-

tember 9 1:30pm

 

·

Steering Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, September 23 

10am

 

July 2008

 

Volume 

1, 

Issue 

1

 

Community 

Partnerships 

for Protecting 

Children

 

Parent Partner 

Newsletter

 

“Feelings of worth can flourish only 

in an atmosphere where individual 

differences are appreciated, mistakes 

are tolerated, comm

unication is open, 

and rules are flexible 

—

the kind of 

atmosphere that is found in a 

nurturing family,” Virginia Satir

 


[image: image2.wmf]This newsletter shares information regarding the Parent Partner Program 

Seminar Call. Seminar calls are scheduled on the Second 

Tuesday of the 

month from 1:30

-

3:30 pm on the following dates: July 8, September 9, 

November 11, January 13, March 10,  and May 

12. The following is the 

phone number and pass code:                                                                            

                

Parent Partner Seminar Call Number: 1

-

866

-

685

-

1580                                

Participant Pass code: 0009990

209

 

Noted suggestions for future seminar calls ~

 

·

Best Practices and Practical Skills for Parent Partners 

 

·

Developing and Upholdi

ng Appropriate Boundaries

 

·

Scheduling Trainings and Utilizing “Buddy” system to fast track Parent 

Partners in Training to active Parent Partners 

 

  Laurie Raymond and the two new Parent Partners 

in Madison, Marion, and Warren counties are an

x-

ious for referrals to come in now that all mandatory 

training is complete.  

 

  Payment method, reimbursement 

stipends, and e

m

ployment ability 

remain important topics to coord

i-

nators. The group spent a majority 

of their time di

s

cussing ways to a

p-

proach individual fiscal agents so 

that all Parent Par

t

ners are co

m-

pe

n

sated appropr

i

ately for their 

time, energy, and expertise. 

 

  As the Parent Partner Program 

grows in popularity, people emerge 

with invaluable contributions.  C

o-

o

r

dinators plan to engage other r

e-

sources. Future conversations will 

address the role of former or cu

r-

rent foster care youth within the 

program 

 

 

 The Parent Partner Coordinators of the four pilot 

sites and of the newest operating site in Madison, 

Marion, and Warren Countie

s met at ISU Campus 

on July 10th to share successes and 

problem

-

solve management issues. 

 

  Bill Glienke said the Northwest 

has a total of 14 Parent Partners, 

with five full

-

time, five part

-

time, 

and another four in training. They 

are serving a

p

proximately 38 fam

i-

lies. 

 

  Roberta Cruz reported that Polk 

county has 15 Pa

r

ent Partners, with 

12 currently mentoring a total of 32 

families. 

 

  RaeAnn Barhart, Linn county C

o-

ordinator, said r

e

ferrals in Cedar 

Rapids are low on account of the 

disaster flooding. However, five of 

the 10 Parent Par

t

ners are mento

r-

ing families at this time. 

 

Updates from the Coordinators 

 

Hoover Building 5th Floor

 

1305 E Walnut 

 

Des Moines IA 50319

 

Please direct comments and future call topics 

to Kyla Madsen

 

Phone: 515

-

281

-

5246

 

Fax: 515

-

281

-

6248

 

Email: kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.u

s

 

Keeping children safe is 

everybody's business

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHI

PS 

FOR PROTECTING CHILD

REN

 

www.dhs.state.ia.us/cppc/

Parent_Partner_Program/

index.html

 


