State Child Care Advisory Council

Department of Human Services Update

January 8, 2009


Budget Update

The Governor has directed all Executive Branch Departments, including DHS, to reduce current state appropriations or  budgets by 1.5%.  We will be reducing the current child care budget by $861,649.  We are currently working on how to absorb this reduction with out a reduction in service and supports for the next three years.  This reduction does not have a direct impact on this year or SFY ‘10 as we have built in carry-forward, this could have an impact on the SFY ’11 budget request, as we project all carry-forward will be used up by the end of SFY ’10.  We are looking a various cost saving measures, such as travel, supplies, and the like.  We are also reviewing our CCA caseload growth projections (130 new cases per month).  The growth in the last three months is slower than anticipated in our FY’09 projections.

Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) Supplemental Appropriation of Disaster Funds

DHS received the following notice on January 7, 2009 from Moniquin Huggins, Acting Associate Director, Child Care Bureau, Office of Family Assistance:

“We wanted to let you know that the Administration for Children and Families has awarded $600 million in supplemental Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) funding for disaster and social services assistance to help those States impacted by hurricanes, floods, and other natural disasters in 2008 as well as Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Congress appropriated these funds to help States address social service and health care needs. States can use SSBG funds for a wide array of human services, including for the provision of child care assistance. In addition, this supplemental appropriation specifically authorizes use of SSBG funds for the repair, renovation and construction of child care centers. (Along with social, health, and mental health services.) 
 

Many of you have been involved in emergency response efforts to address the child care needs of families impacted by disasters. As the only Federal disaster relief funding to States specifically designated for social services, States will need to decide how best to use these funds. States receiving SSBG supplemental funds are required to submit an amendment to their FY 2009 SSBG pre-expenditure report regarding the intended use of funds within 30 days of receiving funds. 
 

For more information and a list of specific State allocations, please see: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/news/press/2008/600_mill_assistance.html “

Iowa is eligible for $11,157,944.

We will be working on submitting our revised pre-expenditure report which will include intended use of the funds.
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Total Number of Child Development Homes:   834
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Total Number of Child Care Centers:   451
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