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Exe
utive SummaryMedi
aid for Employed People with Disabilities (MEPD) is administeredby the Iowa Department of Human Servi
es (DHS) to provide healthinsuran
e 
overage to quali�ed Medi
aid members while working. Theprogram seeks to provide in
entives for disabled people to begin to workor to in
rease their hours of work and also to in
rease the earned in
omeof enrollees. The MEPD program has an advisory 
ommittee made up of
onsumers and poli
y makers who provide input and advi
e on re�ningthe program to a
hieve these goals.In the winter of 2008, work began on a fourth annual member evaluationof MEPD funded by a federal Medi
aid Infrastru
ture Grant. With in-put from the MEPD Advisory Committee and other poli
y makers, theDHS Division of Results Based A

ountability, Bureau of Resear
h andStatisti
s designed a s
ienti�
 survey of MEPD members to gauge theirsatisfa
tion with various 
omponents of the program as well as their de-mographi
 fa
tors and their overall attitudes toward work. The surveywas designed to provide data that suggest how the MEPD program 
an beimproved as well as to provide a better understanding of the demographi
sand attitudes of MEPD members. A telephone survey was administeredat the beginning of 2008 with a sample of 411 MEPD members.The main fo
us of the 2008 MEPD Member Pro�le and Program Evalu-ation is to provide as mu
h relevant information about the most re
entsurvey results as possible, as well as to 
ompare those results with theresults of the 2007 member survey and to point out possible multi-yeartrends.



iiMembership has in
reased from 10,659 in January 2007 to 11,560 in Jan-uary 2008, an 8.5% in
rease. The average earned in
ome for MEPDmembers is $167.43 per month, an in
rease of 0.8% from 2007; and av-erage unearned in
ome is $904.66, an in
rease of 3.0% from 2007. Theper
ent of members paying a premium de
reased slightly (24.4% in 2008,25.9% in 2007). For members paying a premium, the average amountpaid per month is $48.67, down from $49.53 last year but up from $46.02in 2005 and $41.14 in 2004. Around half of the 2008 survey respondents(46.8%) rent a home or apartment, and an additional 37.6% own theirown home or apartment.The most 
ommon primary disabilities respondents reported having 
ouldbe 
hara
terized as health, mental health, and physi
al problems. Heartproblems, diabetes and depression were the most 
ommon spe
i�
 
ondi-tions listed. About 71% of respondents also indi
ated they have se
ondarydisabilities. These were most frequently reported to be additional healthand physi
al problems, as well as diabetes.Survey respondents have an employment rate of 82.7% (self-reported),whi
h is somewhat lower than the 84.4% in the 2007 survey and 88.0%from the 2005 survey. A majority are self-employed, mainly in jobs in-volving 
hild
are, 
leaning, and 
hores. Among those who are working,the vast majority work less than ten hours per week. More than onethird of respondents want to in
rease their work hours, largely be
ausethey feel good about working, they feel useful when they work, and theylike earning money.Among those who do not wish to in
rease their hours, the top reasonsfor not wanting to do so are physi
al inability, non-work-related de
linein health, and the feeling that working is stressful. A majority reportthat it is di�
ult to �nd a job in their 
ommunity, and over one third saythat 
ommunity attitudes towards people with disabilities poses a prob-lem when it 
omes to �nding or keeping a job. Nearly half of respondents(47.3%) reported that they had been worried or very worried about losingMedi
aid prior to enrollment in MEPD, while only 16.2% reported beingworried or very worried after enrollment. Many respondents (42.6%) fa-miliar with MEPD indi
ated they would go without medi
al 
are if theydid not have MEPD.



iiiSurvey respondents most frequently reported that they liked the MEPDprogram be
ause it is a�ordable and �nan
ially helpful, has good 
over-age and bene�ts, and allows and en
ourages people to work. The most
ommon dislikes of the program are that members do not fully under-stand the program and that they are not able to work as mu
h as theyprefer.Survey results show that members remain quite happy with MEPD �86.6% say they are happy or very happy with the program, and 95.3%would re
ommend the MEPD program to other people with disabilities.











2.6 Disability Identi�
ation 262.6.2 Secondary DisabilityRespondents were also asked to list any additional disabilities or medi-
al 
onditions they have aside from their primary disabilities. Approx-imately 70% of respondents indi
ated that they have se
ondary disabil-ities. Nearly 30% of respondents reported health 
onditions apart fromtheir primary disability; nearly 30% reported general physi
al problemsapart from their primary disability; and nearly one in seven reported di-abetes as a se
ondary disability. See Figure 2.12. The distribution ofresponses is very similar to that of 2007.Figure 2.12: Respondents' Se
ondary Disabilities Identi�
ation, 2008
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Table B.1: (Question 1) Have you heard of MEPD, or Medicaid for Employed People with Disabilities, 
sometimes called “mep-ED”? 

  

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 81.3% 84.6% 81.0% 83.7% 

No 18.7% 15.4% 19.0% 16.3% 

N 668 691 420 406 

DK/Refused 8 3 4 5 

Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.2: (Question 2) How did you learn about the program? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

 DHS worker 59.6% 59.9% 47.5% 55.2% 

 Other DHS Staff -- -- -- 8.0% 

 Family member 4.5% 6.3% 6.0% 4.3% 

 Friend 6.8% 8.0% 5.4% 4.9% 

 Benefit planner 0.0% 0.3% 1.3% 0.9% 

 Medical professional -- -- -- 8.6% 

 Job coach 1.1% 0.4% 0.9% 0.3% 

 Brochure 1.4% 2.0% 1.9% 5.2% 

 Case manager 1.3% 3.6% 17.7% 6.5% 

 Community    
  workshop/training 

-- -- -- 2.5% 

 CIL 0.3% 0.3% 0.0% -- 

 Other 25.0% 19.2% 19.3% 3.4% 

N 516 563 318 324 

DK/Refused 27 22 22 16 

Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.3: (Question 3a) “Applying for MEPD was easy.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 21.6% 18.7% 19.6% 22.4% 

Agree 64.4% 66.2% 60.9% 57.8% 

Neutral 3.2% 4.2% 9.9% 9.9% 

Disagree 9.1% 8.2% 5.9% 9.0% 

Strongly Disagree 1.7% 2.7% 3.7% 0.9% 

N 535 574 322 322 

DK/Refused 8 11 18 18 

Not asked 133 109 84 71 
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Table B.4: (Question 3b) “The rules for getting MEPD were explained clearly to me.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 17.7% 18.9% 20.7% 17.7% 

Agree 67.7% 62.7% 62.9% 66.1% 

Neutral 2.7% 3.6% 7.0% 7.6% 

Disagree 9.7% 12.3% 6.7% 7.6% 

Strongly Disagree 2.3% 2.5% 2.7% 0.9% 

N 527 574 329 327 

DK/Refused 16 11 11 13 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.5: (Question 3c) “The DHS worker was helpful.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 17.7% 36.1% 35.0% 35.8% 

Agree 67.7% 51.0% 56.8% 55.7% 

Neutral 2.7% 3.1% 3.0% 3.0% 

Disagree 9.7% 5.8% 3.3% 4.2% 

Strongly Disagree 2.3% 3.9% 1.8% 1.2% 

N 536 584 331 332 

DK/Refused 7 1 9 8 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.6: (Question 3d) “I understand how much money I can save and stay on MEPD.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 27.1% 24.3% 14.8% 12.6% 

Agree 55.9% 53.0% 45.5% 45.7% 

Neutral 3.5% 5.2% 11.0% 8.8% 

Disagree 10.8% 14.0% 21.3% 29.0% 

Strongly Disagree 2.6% 3.5% 7.4% 3.8% 

N 525 569 310 317 

DK/Refused 18 16 30 23 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.7: (Question 3e) “I understand how much money I can earn and stay on MEPD.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 27.1% 15.7% 12.3% 9.1% 

Agree 55.9% 49.5% 51.5% 48.3% 

Neutral 3.5% 3.8% 8.7% 7.6% 

Disagree 10.8% 25.7% 20.4% 48.3% 

Strongly Disagree 2.6% 5.1% 7.1% 9.1% 

N 511 558 309 317 

DK/Refused 32 27 31 23 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 
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Table B.8: (Question 3f) “Applying for MEPD was quick.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 19.6% 18.8% 17.1% 12.9% 

Agree 63.6% 66.5% 63.0% 66.6% 

Neutral 4.0% 4.6% 8.1% 9.2% 

Disagree 10.4% 7.7% 9.3% 10.4% 

Strongly Disagree 2.4% 2.5% 2.5% 0.9% 

N 527 574 322 326 

DK/Refused 16 11 18 14 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.9: (Question 3g) “I’m satisfied with how I applied for the MEPD program.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 29.3% 27.4% 19.5% 18.3% 

Agree 61.6% 63.6% 68.4% 72.6% 

Neutral 1.6% 2.8% 7.9% 4.0% 

Disagree 5.0% 4.5% 2.7% 4.6% 

Strongly Disagree 2.5% 1.8% 1.5% 0.6% 

N 538 578 329 328 

DK/Refused 5 7 11 12 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.10: (Question 4) Do you have anything else to say about applying for the MEPD program? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 27.2% 30.2% 16.3% 9.7% 

No 72.8% 69.8% 83.7% 90.3% 

N 542 584 338 340 

DK/Refused 1 1 2 0 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.11: (Question 5a) “The MEPD program lets me work and stay on Medicaid.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 28.8% 26.3% 35.8% 31.8% 

Agree 65.8% 68.5% 58.1% 62.5% 

Neutral 1.4% 2.9% 3.3% 4.2% 

Disagree 3.1% 1.9% 0.9% 1.5% 

Strongly Disagree 0.9% 0.3% 1.8% 0.0% 

N 531 578 332 333 

DK/Refused 12 7 8 7 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 
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Table B.12: (Question 5b) “The MEPD program lets me have more money saved  
than other Medicaid programs.” 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 20.5% 19.4% 19.4% 12.6% 

Agree 59.0% 57.0% 43.7% 44.4% 

Neutral 8.7% 12.0% 30.2% 31.9% 

Disagree 11.0% 8.9% 6.3% 10.0% 

Strongly Disagree 0.7% 2.7% 0.4% 1.1% 

N 406 474 252 270 

DK/Refused 137 111 88 70 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.13: (Question 5c) “If I could, I would work more.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 20.8% 21.5% 19.0% 24.1% 

Agree 55.3% 53.0% 46.7% 50.9% 

Neutral 4.6% 5.8% 11.6% 11.3% 

Disagree 16.1% 17.1% 18.5% 12.2% 

Strongly Disagree 3.2% 2.5% 4.2% 1.5% 

N 530 576 336 336 

DK/Refused 12 8 4 4 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.14: (Question 5d) “I just want to work the minimum amount to keep my Medicaid.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 5.3% 7.3% 4.8% 4.3% 

Agree 34.9% 35.7% 37.9% 30.8% 

Neutral 6.4% 7.0% 13.6% 15.4% 

Disagree 40.0% 37.6% 31.2% 38.8% 

Strongly Disagree 13.4% 12.4% 12.4% 10.8% 

N 527 558 330 325 

DK/Refused 16 27 10 15 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.15: (Question 5e) “I would recommend the MEPD program to people with disabilities.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 41.4% 45.1% 42.2% 39.1% 

Agree 55.3% 52.0% 52.5% 56.2% 

Neutral 1.7% 1.1% 3.2% 3.6% 

Disagree 0.8% 1.8% 0.9% 0.6% 

Strongly Disagree 0.7% 0.0% 1.2% 0.6% 

N 539 583 339 338 

DK/Refused 4 2 1 2 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 
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Table B.16: (Question 6) Before you enrolled in MEPD, were you worried that you could lose your 
Medicaid if you worked or got a job? 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Not at all worried 21.2% 22.4% 27.2% 34.2% 

A little worried 8.4% 11.7% 17.3% 18.5% 

Worried 12.2% 14.2% 18.9% 15.7% 

Quite worried 14.2% 16.0% 13.3% -- 

Very worried 44.1% 35.6% 23.3% 31.7% 

N 511 559 301 319 

DK/Refused 32 26 39 21 

Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.17: (Question 7a) Now that you have MEPD for medical assistance, how worried are you that you 
might lose your Medicaid because you work? 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Not at all worried 28.6% 35.4% 56.4% 58.1% 

A little worried 25.6% 25.7% 19.6% 25.7% 

Worried 16.5% 13.7% 10.1% 8.6% 

Quite worried 7.9% 7.9% 5.8% -- 

Very worried 21.3% 17.3% 8.0% 7.6% 

N 533 577 326 327 

DK/Refused 10 8 14 13 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.18: (Question 7b) Now that you have MEPD, how worried are you that you could lose your 
monthly Social Security check because you work? 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Not at all worried -- 42.8% 60.1% 65.7% 

A little worried -- 17.0% 19.3% 15.5% 

Worried -- 13.5% 6.5% 7.6% 

Quite worried -- 7.1% 4.0% -- 

Very worried -- 19.5% 10.0% 11.2% 

N -- 578 321 329 

DK/Refused -- 7 19 11 
Not asked -- 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.19: (Question 8) Have you had any problems with the MEPD program? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 13.1% 9.6% 10.9% 8.8% 

No 86.9% 90.4% 89.1% 91.2% 

N 543 585 340 339 

DK/Refused 0 0 0 1 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 
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Table B.20: (Question 9) What sorts of problems have you had? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

 Program wasn't explained clearly 8.2% 15.6% 27.0% 26.7% 

 Availability of jobs 10.2% 1.8% 2.7% 10.0% 

 Trouble keeping a job 0.0% 2.6% 0.0% 3.3% 

 Too much paperwork 8.8% 15.6% 2.7% 6.7% 

 Resource limits are too low 1.4% 3.5% 2.7% 20.0% 

 Problems with case manager  
  or social worker 

0.0% 2.6% 5.4% 13.3% 

 Problems with DHS worker 8.8% 15.6% 18.9% 10.0% 

 Can't find doctor or provider  
  who takes Medicaid 

2.7% 3.5% 10.8% 3.3% 

 Other 83.0% 64.4% 59.5% 43.3% 

N 71 56 37 30 

DK/Refused 0 0 0 0 
Not asked 605 638 387 381 

 
 

Table B.21: (Question 10a) How happy are you with the MEPD program? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Very Happy 58.6% 55.8% 43.2% 42.1% 

Happy 33.4% 38.3% 40.5% 44.5% 

Neutral 4.9% 2.8% 12.4% 11.0% 

Unhappy 1.9% 2.1% 2.1% 1.2% 

Very Unhappy 1.2% 1.0% 1.8% 1.2% 

N 542 583 338 337 

DK/Refused 1 2 2 3 
Not asked 133 109 84 71 

 
 

Table B.22: (Question 10b) How would you get medical care if you didn’t have this program? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Other insurance -- -- 13.4% 8.9% 

Free clinic -- -- 9.0% 6.4% 

Borrow money -- -- 3.2% 1.4% 

Go without -- -- 61.4% 51.6% 

Medicare -- -- -- 25.2% 

Other -- -- 13.0% 6.4% 

N -- -- 277 281 

DK/Refused -- -- 63 59 
Not asked -- -- 84 71 
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Table B.23: (Question 11) Do you currently do any work for pay? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 83.3% 88.0% 84.4% 82.7% 

No 16.7% 12.0% 15.6% 17.3% 

N 676 694 423 411 

DK/Refused 0 0 1 0 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.24: (Question 12b) I will give you choices about the number of hours you work.  Please let me 
know when I say the number of hours that you work each week. 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Less than 2 hours 21.0% 28.0% 27.5% 59.1% 

2-5 -- -- -- 18.2% 

6-10 -- -- -- 9.1% 

11-20 20.0% 20.9% 21.4% 4.5% 

21-30 8.6% 8.2% 6.1% 0.0% 

31-40 3.9% 2.3% 2.0% 9.1% 

More than 40 hours 1.2% 1.1% 0.3% 0.0% 

N 561 607 346 22 

DK/Refused 2 2 11 7 
Not asked 113 85 67 382 

 

 

Table B.25: (Question 13a) Do you want to increase, decrease, or keep the same number 

 of hours you work now? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Increase 34.4% 31.1% 28.3% 33.8% 

Decrease 3.7% 3.2% 3.7% 3.0% 

Keep the same 62.0% 65.7% 68.0% 63.1% 

N 543 596 350 331 

DK/Refused 20 15 7 9 
Not asked 113 83 67 71 

 
 

Table B.26: (Question 13b) Do you want to be working over the next twelve months? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 66.8% 57.7% 62.5% 63.6% 

No 33.2% 42.3% 37.5% 36.4% 

N 107 80 64 66 

DK/Refused 6 3 3 5 
Not asked 563 611 357 340 
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Table B.27: (Question 14a-a) “I want to work more because I like my job.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 34.7% 33.5% 28.9% 22.7% 

Agree 58.0% 56.6% 42.3% 52.7% 

Neutral 1.8% 2.6% 17.5% 15.5% 

Disagree 4.2% 5.8% 9.3% 9.1% 

Strongly Disagree 1.3% 1.6% 2.1% 0.0% 

N 186 185 97 110 

DK/Refused 0 0 2 2 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 

 
 

Table B.28: (Question 14a-b) “I want to work more so that I can earn more money.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 38.3% 41.1% 49.0% 38.4% 

Agree 55.2% 54.7% 45.9% 55.4% 

Neutral 1.6% 1.9% 3.1% 5.4% 

Disagree 4.9% 2.1% 2.0% 0.9% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

N 186 185 98 112 

DK/Refused 0 0 1 0 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 

 
 

Table B.29: (Question 14a-c) “I feel good about working.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 40.5% 44.2% 39.4% 41.1% 

Agree 56.4% 53.4% 53.5% 54.5% 

Neutral 2.3% 1.1% 3.0% 3.6% 

Disagree 0.8% 1.3% 4.0% 0.9% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

N 186 185 99 112 

DK/Refused 0 0 0 0 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 

 
 

Table B.30: (Question 14a-d) “I feel useful when I’m working.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 51.3% 48.2% 51.0% 44.6% 

Agree 44.8% 48.9% 41.8% 50.9% 

Neutral 2.3% 0.5% 2.0% 1.8% 

Disagree 1.6% 2.1% 4.1% 1.8% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 0.3% 1.0% 0.9% 

N 186 185 98 112 

DK/Refused 0 0 1 0 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 
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Table B.31: (Question 14a-e) “I’m getting work skills that will let me get better jobs.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 17.1% 9.0% 16.7% 9.8% 

Agree 33.9% 31.4% 30.2% 26.8% 

Neutral 13.2% 11.4% 19.8% 27.7% 

Disagree 32.1% 43.3% 32.3% 30.4% 

Strongly Disagree 3.7% 4.9% 1.0% 5.4% 

N 184 180 96 112 

DK/Refused 2 5 3 0 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 

 
 

Table B.32: (Question 14a-f) “I am building up my ability to work longer hours.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 19.0% 13.6% 20.8% 17.1% 

Agree 52.8% 51.3% 37.5% 37.8% 

Neutral 10.6% 6.0% 19.8% 16.2% 

Disagree 16.9% 25.9% 20.8% 26.1% 

Strongly Disagree 0.8% 3.2% 1.0% 2.7% 

N 184 180 96 111 

DK/Refused 2 5 3 1 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 

 
 

Table B.33: (Question 14a-g) “I get more benefits, like insurance or retirement, when I work more.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 10.3% 6.6% 9.7% 8.7% 

Agree 32.4% 24.1% 24.7% 25.2% 

Neutral 7.3% 7.4% 10.8% 7.8% 

Disagree 40.0% 52.8% 39.8% 47.6% 

Strongly Disagree 10.0% 9.0% 15.1% 10.7% 

N 179 178 93 103 

DK/Refused 7 7 6 9 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 

 
 

Table B.34: (Question 14a-h) Any other reason? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 61.2% 60.8% 38.1% 25.0% 

No 38.8% 39.2% 61.9% 75.0% 

N 184 185 97 112 

DK/Refused 2 0 2 0 
Not asked 490 509 325 299 
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Table B.35: (Question 14b-a) “I would like having a job.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 29.3% 28.5% 35.0% 23.8% 

Agree 68.7% 69.4% 55.0% 73.8% 

Neutral 2.0% 1.0% 7.5% 0.0% 

Disagree 0.0% 1.0% 2.5% 2.4% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

N 71 46 40 42 

DK/Refused 0 0 0 0 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 

 
 

Table B.36: (Question 14b-b) “I want to work so that I can earn money.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 33.6% 28.5% 38.5% 23.8% 

Agree 64.4% 69.4% 53.8% 76.2% 

Neutral 2.1% 0.0% 5.1% 0.0% 

Disagree 0.0% 2.1% 2.6% 0.0% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

N 71 46 39 42 

DK/Refused 0 0 1 0 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 

 
 

Table B.37: (Question 14b-c) “I would feel good about working.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 30.6% 29.5% 37.5% 28.6% 

Agree 66.7% 64.2% 55.0% 71.4% 

Neutral 0.0% 0.0% 5.0% 0.0% 

Disagree 2.8% 6.3% 2.5% 0.0% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

N 70 46 40 42 

DK/Refused 1 0 0 0 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 

 
 

Table B.38: (Question 14b-d) “I would feel useful when working.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 36.1% 35.2% 41.0% 28.6% 

Agree 59.9% 56.3% 51.3% 66.7% 

Neutral 0.0% 2.2% 5.1% 2.4% 

Disagree 4.1% 6.3% 2.6% 2.4% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

N 71 46 39 42 

DK/Refused 0 0 1 0 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 
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Table B.39: (Question 14b-e) “I would get work skills that would let me get better jobs.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 20.8% 24.8% 18.9% 17.1% 

Agree 68.8% 61.7% 54.1% 56.1% 

Neutral 0.7% 3.4% 16.2% 4.9% 

Disagree 7.6% 10.0% 8.1% 19.5% 

Strongly Disagree 2.1% 0.0% 2.7% 2.4% 

N 70 43 37 41 

DK/Refused 1 3 3 1 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 

 
 

Table B.40: (Question 14b-f) “I would be able to build up my ability to work longer hours.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 19.6% 16.3% 10.5% 9.5% 

Agree 68.1% 64.0% 47.4% 42.9% 

Neutral 0.0% 7.7% 18.4% 16.7% 

Disagree 7.2% 12.0% 15.8% 31.0% 

Strongly Disagree 5.1% 0.0% 7.9% 0.0% 

N 67 45 38 42 

DK/Refused 4 1 2 0 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 

 
 

Table B.41: (Question 14b-g) “I would get more benefits, like insurance or retirement if I worked.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 15.3% 18.2% 26.3% 15.4% 

Agree 54.1% 45.4% 42.1% 51.3% 

Neutral 5.8% 6.8% 15.8% 12.8% 

Disagree 21.2% 29.5% 13.2% 17.9% 

Strongly Disagree 3.6% 0.0% 2.6% 2.6% 

N 67 43 38 39 

DK/Refused 4 3 2 3 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 

 
 

Table B.42: (Question 14b-h) Any other reason? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 58.5% 50.6% 32.5% 31.0% 

No 41.5% 49.4% 67.5% 69.0% 

N 71 46 40 42 

DK/Refused 0 0 0 0 
Not asked 605 648 384 369 
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Table B.43: (Question 15a-a) “I am worried about losing Medicaid.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 21.2% 22.2% 13.0% 15.0% 

Agree 41.9% 37.9% 31.6% 28.6% 

Neutral 2.4% 4.9% 9.3% 14.1% 

Disagree 25.9% 29.2% 39.7% 33.3% 

Strongly Disagree 8.6% 5.7% 6.5% 8.9% 

N 350 408 247 213 

DK/Refused 6 3 4 6 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 

Table B.44: (Question 15a-b) “I am worried about losing my Social Security or SSDI monthly check.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 22.4% 23.9% 9.5% 13.8% 

Agree 29.9% 31.6% 28.2% 28.1% 

Neutral 3.2% 4.1% 10.4% 10.5% 

Disagree 34.9% 33.3% 42.3% 36.2% 

Strongly Disagree 9.7% 7.2% 9.5% 11.4% 

N 350 406 241 210 

DK/Refused/NA 6 5 10 9 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 

Table B.45: (Question 15a-c) “I am worried about losing food assistance.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 9.1% 9.4% 7.0% 11.2% 

Agree 11.3% 14.7% 14.0% 19.1% 

Neutral 12.2% 14.3% 27.3% 11.2% 

Disagree 49.4% 35.1% 40.1% 51.7% 

Strongly Disagree 17.9% 26.5% 11.6% 6.7% 

N 325 381 172 89 

DK/Refused/NA 31 30 79 130 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 

Table B.46: (Question 15a-d) “I am worried about losing other help like rent subsidy or utility help.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 12.4% 14.0% 5.9% 10.9% 

Agree 23.3% 21.5% 19.7% 26.1% 

Neutral 7.9% 10.5% 22.2% 8.4% 

Disagree 41.5% 33.8% 44.8% 47.9% 

Strongly Disagree 14.8% 20.3% 7.4% 6.7% 

N 337 394 203 119 

DK/Refused/NA 19 17 48 100 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 
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Table B.47: (Question 15a-e) “Working is stressful.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 19.9% 17.8% 18.1% 18.3% 

Agree 43.2% 41.3% 37.8% 37.6% 

Neutral 3.5% 7.2% 13.3% 10.6% 

Disagree 28.6% 28.6% 25.7% 29.4% 

Strongly Disagree 4.9% 5.1% 5.2% 4.1% 

N 349 411 249 218 

DK/Refused 7 0 2 1 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 

Table B.48: (Question 15a-f) “I don’t like my job.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 2.1% 1.0% 4.9% 0.0% 

Agree 8.4% 7.6% 9.4% 7.9% 

Neutral 5.5% 8.7% 13.5% 12.0% 

Disagree 67.5% 59.6% 53.9% 62.0% 

Strongly Disagree 16.5% 23.1% 18.4% 18.1% 

N 353 410 245 216 

DK/Refused 3 1 6 3 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 

Table B.49: (Question 15a-g) “My health has gotten worse for reasons not caused by working.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 16.7% 20.1% 16.9% 16.7% 

Agree 44.9% 38.6% 44.4% 42.8% 

Neutral 5.8% 4.9% 13.2% 7.0% 

Disagree 27.5% 30.9% 20.2% 29.3% 

Strongly Disagree 5.1% 5.4% 5.3% 4.2% 

N 352 406 243 215 

DK/Refused 4 5 8 4 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 

Table B.50: (Question 15a-h) “Not physically able to work more” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 25.2% 31.7% 27.3% 26.0% 

Agree 51.7% 46.7% 52.7% 53.0% 

Neutral 1.1% 4.2% 6.9% 3.3% 

Disagree 19.6% 14.3% 10.2% 16.3% 

Strongly Disagree 2.5% 3.1% 2.9% 1.4% 

N 353 407 245 215 

DK/Refused 3 4 6 4 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 
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Table B.51: (Question 15a-i) “I need more education or training.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 8.1% 8.8% 6.5% 4.7% 

Agree 23.4% 20.4% 19.9% 24.2% 

Neutral 3.8% 6.6% 15.0% 10.7% 

Disagree 54.2% 53.7% 50.4% 52.6% 

Strongly Disagree 10.6% 10.4% 8.1% 7.9% 

N 349 407 246 215 

DK/Refused 7 4 5 4 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 

 
 

Table B.52: (Question 15a-j) “Working has caused my health to get worse.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 5.1% 4.7% 7.0% 3.7% 

Agree 20.3% 18.5% 15.6% 18.9% 

Neutral 6.1% 8.1% 12.3% 12.0% 

Disagree 58.3% 58.4% 55.7% 57.1% 

Strongly Disagree 10.2% 10.4% 9.4% 8.3% 

N 352 405 244 217 

DK/Refused 4 6 7 2 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 

 
 
 
 

Table B.53: (Question 15a-k) Any other reason? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 37.0% 46.9% 16.0% 12.8% 

No 63.0% 53.1% 84.0% 87.2% 

N 354 408 250 218 

DK/Refused 2 3 1 1 
Not asked 320 283 173 192 
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Table B.54: (Question 15b-a) “I am worried about losing Medicaid.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 17.1% 25.0% 11.1% 6.9% 

Agree 43.4% 23.6% 25.9% 10.3% 

Neutral 3.9% 0.0% 18.5% 17.2% 

Disagree 18.4% 43.1% 33.3% 51.7% 

Strongly Disagree 17.1% 8.3% 11.1% 13.8% 

N 37 35 27 29 

DK/Refused 5 2 0 0 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 

Table B.55: (Question 15b-b) “I am worried about losing my Social Security or SSDI monthly check.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 30.6% 32.0% 11.1% 10.7% 

Agree 31.8% 29.4% 29.6% 7.1% 

Neutral 3.5% 4.0% 18.5% 7.1% 

Disagree 27.1% 26.7% 33.3% 57.1% 

Strongly Disagree 7.1% 8.0% 7.4% 17.9% 

N 41 36 27 28 

DK/Refused/NA 1 1 0 1 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 

Table B.56: (Question 15b-c) “I am worried about losing food assistance.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 18.1% 8.5% 6.3% 11.8% 

Agree 18.1% 31.4% 25.0% 17.6% 

Neutral 7.2% 11.5% 12.5% 11.8% 

Disagree 39.8% 42.8% 43.8% 47.1% 

Strongly Disagree 16.9% 5.8% 12.5% 11.8% 

N 41 34 16 17 

DK/Refused/NA 1 3 11 12 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 

Table B.57: (Question 15b-d) “I am worried about losing other help like rent subsidy or utility help.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 26.8% 9.7% 0.0% 14.3% 

Agree 19.5% 34.3% 36.4% 14.3% 

Neutral 7.3% 4.1% 13.6% 7.1% 

Disagree 40.2% 46.5% 36.4% 57.1% 

Strongly Disagree 6.1% 5.5% 13.6% 7.1% 

N 40 36 22 14 

DK/Refused/NA 2 1 5 15 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 
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Table B.58: (Question 15b-e) “Working is stressful.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 32.9% 33.3% 41.7% 25.0% 

Agree 50.6% 40.6% 33.3% 33.3% 

Neutral 3.5% 0.0% 0.0% 4.2% 

Disagree 12.9% 20.3% 16.7% 29.2% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 5.8% 8.3% 8.3% 

N 41 34 24 24 

DK/Refused 1 3 3 5 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 

Table B.59: (Question 15b-f) “I didn’t like jobs I have had before.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 10.6% 11.0% 3.7% 0.0% 

Agree 15.3% 13.7% 11.1% 14.3% 

Neutral 7.1% 0.0% 14.8% 17.9% 

Disagree 58.8% 67.1% 48.1% 42.9% 

Strongly Disagree 8.2% 8.2% 22.2% 25.0% 

N 42 36 27 28 

DK/Refused 0 1 0 1 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 

Table B.60: (Question 15b-g) “My health has gotten worse for reasons not caused by working.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 36.0% 23.8% 33.3% 22.2% 

Agree 40.7% 51.3% 51.9% 48.1% 

Neutral 3.5% 3.9% 7.4% 3.7% 

Disagree 19.8% 13.1% 3.7% 22.2% 

Strongly Disagree 0.0% 7.9% 3.7% 3.7% 

N 42 37 27 27 

DK/Refused 0 0 0 2 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 

Table B.61: (Question 15b-h) “Not physically able to work” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 43.9% 22.4% 40.7% 27.6% 

Agree 45.1% 60.5% 48.1% 51.7% 

Neutral 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 10.3% 

Disagree 7.3% 9.2% 11.1% 6.9% 

Strongly Disagree 3.7% 7.9% 0.0% 3.4% 

N 40 37 27 29 

DK/Refused 2 0 0 0 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 



Responses to Survey Questions                                                                                                             107 

 
 

Table B.62: (Question 15b-i) “I need more education or training.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 7.0% 8.6% 7.4% 10.3% 

Agree 33.7% 22.8% 22.2% 3.4% 

Neutral 3.5% 0.0% 7.4% 6.9% 

Disagree 40.7% 67.1% 44.4% 62.1% 

Strongly Disagree 15.1% 1.5% 18.5% 17.2% 

N 42 34 27 29 

DK/Refused 0 3 0 0 

Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 
 
 

Table B.63: (Question 15b-j) “Working would cause my health to get worse.” 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Strongly Agree 31.2% 14.5% 33.3% 6.9% 

Agree 48.1% 65.8% 44.4% 55.2% 

Neutral 0.0% 3.9% 14.8% 13.8% 

Disagree 16.9% 11.8% 7.4% 17.2% 

Strongly Disagree 3.9% 3.9% 0.0% 6.9% 

N 38 37 27 29 

DK/Refused 4 0 0 0 
Not asked 634 657 397 382 

 
 
 
 

Table B.64: (Question 15b-k) Any other reason? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 34.9% 18.4% 26.9% 3.4% 

No 65.1% 81.6% 73.1% 96.6% 

N 42 37 26 29 

DK/Refused 0 0 1 0 

Not asked 634 657 397 382 
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Table B.65: (Question 16) Were you working for pay 12 months ago, that is, last January (February)? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 61.7% 75.3% 63.6% 63.3% 

No 38.3% 24.7% 36.4% 36.7% 

N 665 682 418 403 

DK/Refused 11 12 6 8 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.66: (Question 17) Do you earn more, less, or about the same as you did last January (February)? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

More 16.4% 14.1% 9.2% 19.8% 

Less 24.2% 19.9% 21.5% 16.5% 

The same 59.4% 66.0% 69.3% 63.7% 

N 407 512 261 237 

DK/Refused 3 1 5 3 
Not asked 266 181 158 171 

 
 

Table B.67: (Question 18) Is your hourly pay more, less, or about the same as it was last January 
(February)? 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

More 16.6% 12.7% 12.1% 19.9% 

Less 19.0% 13.3% 13.3% 13.1% 

The same 64.4% 74.0% 74.6% 66.9% 

N 401 499 256 236 

DK/Refused 9 14 10 4 
Not asked 266 181 158 171 

 
 

Table B.68: (Question 19) Is the number of hours per week that you work more, less, or about the same as 
it was last January (February)? 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

More 8.9% 10.5% 5.0% 6.3% 

Less 29.2% 19.1% 21.2% 21.9% 

The same 61.9% 70.3% 73.7% 71.7% 

N 407 510 259 237 

DK/Refused 3 5 7 3 

Not asked 266 181 158 171 
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Table B.69: (Question 20a) Your education 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 13.2% 15.8% 13.3% 

Small problem -- 16.3% 13.3% 13.3% 

Not a problem -- 54.1% 51.7% 56.3% 

Helped when finding a job -- 16.3% 19.2% 17.0% 

N -- 677 412 405 

DK/Refused -- 17 12 6 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.70:  (Question 20b) Transportation to and from work 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 18.2% 19.3% 20.0% 

Small problem -- 13.6% 10.2% 10.2% 

Not a problem -- 61.5% 64.8% 64.1% 

Helped when finding a job -- 6.7% 5.7% 5.6% 

N -- 694 420 410 

DK/Refused -- 0 4 1 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.71: (Question 20c) Finding a job in your community 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 40.7% 44.2% 43.5% 

Small problem -- 26.2% 17.5% 18.6% 

Not a problem -- 30.4% 36.2% 35.9% 

Helped when finding a job -- 2.7% 2.2% 2.0% 

N -- 669 412 398 

DK/Refused -- 25 12 13 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.72: (Question 20d) Discrimination by employers 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 17.8% 21.2% 18.9% 

Small problem -- 16.2% 16.5% 13.3% 

Not a problem -- 65.1% 62.0% 67.1% 

Helped when finding a job -- 1.0% 0.2% 0.8% 

N -- 685 411 392 

DK/Refused -- 9 13 19 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 

 
 
 



110                                                                                                                                               Appendix B 

Table B.73: (Question 20e) Community attitudes towards disabilities 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 22.6% 24.4% 20.7% 

Small problem -- 25.1% 18.9% 17.8% 

Not a problem -- 50.8% 55.4% 60.5% 

Helped when finding a job -- 1.6% 1.3% 1.1% 

N -- 665 397 377 

DK/Refused -- 29 27 34 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.74: (Question 20f) Finding childcare that doesn't cost too much. 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 6.6% 9.6% 17.3% 

Small problem -- 5.2% 4.3% 4.0% 

Not a problem -- 87.1% 85.7% 78.7% 

Helped when finding a job -- 1.1% 0.3% 0.0% 

N -- 643 322 150 

DK/Refused/NA -- 51 102 261 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.75: (Question 20g) Need for personal assistance on the job 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 12.2% 10.3% 9.3% 

Small problem -- 13.4% 14.1% 19.8% 

Not a problem -- 71.9% 74.6% 70.1% 

Helped when finding a job -- 2.5% 1.0% 0.9% 

N -- 679 398 344 

DK/Refused/NA -- 15 26 67 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.76: (Question 20h) Need for special equipment or assistive technology on the job 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

Big problem -- 11.4% 11.2% 10.9% 

Small problem -- 13.7% 12.9% 15.8% 

Not a problem -- 74.2% 75.6% 73.0% 

Helped when finding a job -- 0.8% 0.2% 0.3% 

N -- 685 402 348 

DK/Refused/NA -- 9 22 63 
Not asked -- 0 0 0 
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Table B.77: (Question 20i) Is there anything else that’s a problem when finding or keeping a job? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes -- -- -- 14.3% 

No -- -- -- 85.7% 

N -- -- -- 406 

DK/Refused -- -- -- 5 
Not asked -- -- -- 0 

 
 

Table B.78: (Question 21) Would you say that your health is... 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Excellent 3.7% 3.0% 3.3% 4.4% 

Good 17.7% 16.8% 14.9% 18.3% 

Fair 39.0% 35.4% 37.7% 30.6% 

Poor 30.0% 32.2% 32.5% 32.5% 

Very Poor 9.6% 12.6% 11.6% 14.2% 

N 671 694 422 409 

DK/Refused 5 0 2 2 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.79: (Question 22) Do you have a disability? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 99.3% 98.7% 99.5% 99.8% 

No 0.7% 1.3% 0.5% 0.2% 

N 675 693 422 410 

DK/Refused 1 1 2 1 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.80: (Question 24) In addition to your disability, do you have any other medical problems, 
impairments or disabilities? 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 75.9% 76.1% 74.3% 71.0% 

No 24.1% 23.9% 25.7% 29.0% 

N 667 678 420 407 

DK/Refused 3 5 2 2 
Not asked 6 10 2 2 
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Table B.81: (Question 26) Do you currently … 
 

  2004 2005 2007 2008 

 Live at someone else's home or apartment 15.3% 9.3% 11.8% 12.7% 

 Live in an apartment that provides   
  services 

2.7% -- 2.1% 1.0% 

 Live in a group home 1.0% 1.1% 0.2% 0.2% 

 A health care facility, institution, hospital 
  or nursing home 

1.5% 0.9% 0.5% 1.2% 

 Rent a home or apartment -- 50.1% 47.6% 46.8% 

 Own a home or apartment 78.7% 36.5% 36.7% 37.6% 

 Don't have a permanent home 0.6% 0.0% 0.2% 0.5% 

 Other 0.1% 2.0% 0.7% 0.0% 

N 676 694 422 410 

DK/Refused 0 0 2 1 

Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.82: (Question 27) Are you currently married? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 26.1% 29.0% 29.1% 28.6% 

No 73.9% 71.0% 70.9% 71.4% 

N 676 694 423 409 

DK/Refused 0 0 1 2 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.83: (Question 28) Does your spouse work in a job for pay? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 59.7% 61.2% 52.8% 64.3% 

No 40.3% 38.8% 47.2% 35.7% 

N 176 195 123 115 

DK/Refused 0 6 0 2 
Not asked 500 493 301 294 

 
 

Table B.84: (Question 29) Are you worried that your spouse’s earnings may make you  
lose your Medicaid benefits? 

 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 28.3% 28.3% 23.4% 26.4% 

No 71.7% 71.7% 76.6% 73.6% 

N 103 117 64 72 

DK/Refused 2 2 1 1 
Not asked 571 575 359 338 
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Table B.85: (Question 32b) Do you work for yourself or an employer? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Work for Self -- -- -- 38.0% 

Work for Employer -- -- -- 57.9% 

Both -- -- -- 4.1% 

N -- -- -- 337 

DK/Refused -- -- -- 6 
Not asked -- -- -- 68 

 
 

Table B.86: (Question 32e) Would that be working for yourself, or an employer? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Work for Self -- -- -- 18.6% 

Work for Employer -- -- -- 60.5% 

Both -- -- -- 20.9% 

N -- -- -- 43 

DK/Refused -- -- -- 25 
Not asked -- -- -- 343 

 
 

Table B.87: (Question 33a) Do you have anything that you like about the MEPD program? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 55.8% 59.0% 57.3% 59.2% 

No 44.2% 41.0% 42.7% 40.8% 

N 644 692 384 380 

DK/Refused 32 2 40 31 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.88: (Question 33b) Do you have anything you dislike about the MEPD program? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 33.2% 32.9% 20.4% 22.8% 

No 66.8% 67.1% 79.6% 77.2% 

N 647 688 407 394 

DK/Refused 29 6 17 17 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Table B.89: (Question 34a) Would you like to get a copy of the report summary? 
 

 2004 2005 2007 2008 

Yes 86.5% 87.9% 88.9% 91.5% 

No 13.5% 12.1% 11.1% 8.5% 

N 675 694 423 410 

DK/Refused 1 0 1 1 
Not asked 0 0 0 0 
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