The following question was posed to a group of researchers from around the country (New York, Hawaii, Florida, Iowa edited responses below): 
Does research exist on the issue of housing delinquent and CINA girls in the same facility? 
· Every time we have asked, we know that there is not research. I thought that the whole issue of status offenders in training schools was settled along time ago.  Wasn't the point of the de-institutionalization movement?  

· I'm reminded of Robinson's classic research which indicated that a race difference between these two groups, rather than a substantial difference. In essence, A. A. girls get processed as delinquent while white girls tend to be labeled as neglected or abused and put in the child welfare system. I also think that Clem Bartollas found much the same pattern. You could, then, actually be addressing a racial injustice by merging the two groups, assuming that the same pattern is found in the Iowa data. I could imagine an argument against such an arrangement; this would be the worry that the "non-delinquent" youth would be negatively affected by contact with the "delinquent" group. That research is based on the assumption that there was no bias in the labeling of the youth and it was based largely on studies of male (often gang) youth. Still, this is a concern that should also be weighed. It would be important to see in some detail what sorts of "offenses" the girls' are committed for.
· I am not aware of any research studies but PACE Center for Girls has for decades served "delinquent" girls and non-delinquent girls in the same program, same classroom and we found that the needs remained the same. My experience has been that so many of the girls share similar life experiences it depends on what system they bump against. 
· At this time I know of no research in small populations (at least similar to Iowa's situation) that would definitively substantiate separate services for CINA and delinquent girls. In larger states with more than one correctional facility for delinquent females, there might be some regard for separate treatment where the demographics and stratification of girls is clearly different. In last year's report from IJH, the facility data were pretty clear that both CINA and delinquent girls had similar educational, mental health, and abuse circumstances. I would ask the converse question of legislators, "What evidence is there that the two populations are so different as to require separate programs and facilities?" Keep in mind that in Iowa, the population of juvenile female offenders and CINA girls are pretty much limited by the number of available beds at the Toledo facility, further affecting the types of girls that would be recommended for placement there. IF the number of placements were open and unlimited, and IF the courts had more choices in where to place juvenile female offenders, and CINA girls, THEN we might have more justification for different program options. 
