TSG Notes On Parental Contacts

Case 1:  15 year old -- spoke to mother 2.7.07

1. What do you need for your child to be successful?

The mother related that ___’s primary issues were mental health related which has an impact on his behaviors.   ___ has had multiple placements in the last 3 years including Bremwood, Tanager Place, the MHI, and the Iowa City psych unit.  The mother has joint custody with the father who has physical custody.  The mother relates that ___’s relationship with the father is not good and she would like to have ___ placed with her.   She does acknowledge that she has her own mental health issues and had 3 young children that would make it difficult for her to have ___ with her.  This also would require a change in physical custody.  She related that among the reasons she did not get custody in the first place was homelessness and letters from her in laws her parenting skills.

2. Why do you think your child ultimately was placed at Toledo?

Toledo was placement of last resort for ___.   The mental and behavioral health needs were not being met for ___.  it also appears that there may be tensions with the issues of custody as well as the mother’s own mental health issues and the commitments she has with 3 young children.

Case 2: 15 year old -- called mother 2.7.07

1. What do you need for your child to be successful?

Mother related that ___ was a private adoption when ___ was an infant.   As such the family is not getting any subsidy nor is ___ covered by T19.

Mother relates that ___ has multiple psychiatric and behavioral diagnoses including: ADHD, conduct disorder, bipolar, and PTSD.   

Mother describes ___’s issues as related to mental health concerns that began to be noted at age 3.   The family has spent thousands of dollars on treatment, which because of limited mental health coverage put the family in debt.

In the last 3 years ___ has been in out of home placements that have not been successful and that ultimately led to ___’s placement at Toledo.   The placements for ___ in the last 3 years were to a PMIC for 6 months, Clarinda for 7 months, and placements in the Cherokee MHI.

The mother believes that ___ needed more intensive mental health care earlier in life than the family could afford.   Furthermore she believes that ___ needs a regimen of medication to help manage his mental health issues.   She related that he is not a meds now.

The mother expressed strong concern that the family needed to go the CINA route to get help for ___ which she does not believe is the right way to get the help ___ needs.

2. Why do you think your child ultimately was placed at Toledo?

The mother answered that this was where the SW said ___ needed to be.    It appears that ___ has mental health issues of long standing that have not been adequately addressed.  The mother believes that had she better access to a wider range of services earlier, ___ may not be in the situation he is in currently.

