ARC 8128B

HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT [441]

Notice of Intended Action

Pursuant to the authority of lowa Code section 5141.5, the Department of Human
Services proposes to amend Chapter 86, “Healthy and Well Kids in lowa (HAWK-I) Program,”
Iowa Administrative Code.

This amendment implements a one-month delay in benefits when health insurance has
ended during the month of application for HAWK-I or Medicaid benefits or during the five
preceding months for a child whose family’s countable income equals or exceeds 200 percent of
the federal poverty level. The amendment specifies conditions when the delay does not apply,
including situations when the reason the insurance ended was out of the family’s control.

The intent of this provision is to provide a disincentive for families who drop health
insurance coverage for their children and then apply for aid. The federal Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services has informed the Department that a strategy to avoid this phenomenon
(called “crowd out”) must be implemented as a condition of approval for the HAWK-I State Plan
amendment to expand income eligibility to families whose countable limit is up to 300 percent of
the federal poverty level.

This amendment provides for waiver of the waiting period in several specified situations.
Requests for the waiver of any rule may be submitted under the Department’s general rule on

exceptions at 441--1.8(17A,217).



This amendment was also Adopted and Filed Emergency and is published herein as ARC
8127B. The purpose of this Notice is to solicit comment on that submission, the subject matter
of which is incorporated by reference.

Any interested person may make written comments on the proposed amendment on or
before September 29, 2009. Comments should be directed to Mary Ellen Imlau, Bureau of
Policy Analysis and Appeals, Department of Human Services, Hoover State Office Building,
1305 East Walnut Street, Des Moines, lowa 50319-0114. Comments may be sent by fax to

(515)281-4980 or by E-mail to policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us.

These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 5141



